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Australian Health Ministers met in Canberra today to discuss a range of issues affecting the 
national health system.  The meeting was chaired by ACT Minister for Health, Katy Gallagher. 
 
Homebirth 
 
Health Ministers agreed to a transitional clause in the current draft National Registration 
and Accreditation Scheme legislation which provides a two year exemption until June 
2012 from holding indemnity insurance for privately practising midwives who are unable 
to obtain professional indemnity insurance for attending a homebirth. 
 
Additional requirements to access the exemption will include; 

- A requirement to provide full disclosure and informed consent that they do not 
have professional indemnity insurance. 

- Reporting each homebirth 
- Participating in a quality and safety framework which will be developed after 

consultation led by Victoria through the finalisation of the registration and 
accreditation process. 

 
These provisions will only apply to midwives working in jurisdictions which do not 
prohibit such practice as at the date of the implementation of the scheme. 
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