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2. Australian Health Workforce Ministerial Council 
 
2.1 Publication of decisions 

Clause 7.5 of the IGA confers a number of decision making responsibilities on the Ministerial Council.  
All Ministerial Council decisions must be by consensus.  However, the IGA is drafted in such a way 
that it is only clear under Clause 7.5(i) that the Council’s power to intervene on budgets and fees 
must be transparent.   
 
It is proposed that all interventions by the Ministerial Council should be transparent.  It is therefore 
proposed that when the Ministerial Council gives written directions to the National Agency, or any 
of the professional boards, that the legislation require the written directions to be: 
• published by the Ministerial Council on its internet site, and 
• included in the National Agency’s annual report, which is to be tabled in the Houses of 

Parliament of all participating jurisdictions.  
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3. Australian Health Workforce Advisory Council 

The IGA provides for the creation of the Australian Health Workforce Advisory Council to provide 
advice to the Ministerial Council on matters relating to the scheme, as established by the 
legislation.  The IGA specifies the length of appointment for members of the Advisory Council is, 
initially, for three years, with membership and terms of reference reviewed by the Ministerial 
Council after that time.  The Advisory Council will be funded by governments. 
 
 
3.5 Resignation and removal 

It is proposed that the legislation make provision for members of the Advisory Council to resign 
their appointments by written notice to the Chair of the Ministerial Council.  It is further proposed 
that the Chair of the Ministerial Council, acting with the authority of the Ministerial Council, have 
power to terminate the appointment of an Advisory Council member, but only on the grounds 
specified in the legislation.  This could include grounds such as bankruptcy and engaging in paid 
employment that conflicts, or could conflict, with the performance of duties. 
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3.7 Coverage for legal liability – indemnities and immunities 

It is proposed that the legislation make provision for any immunities for members of the Advisory 
Council, as is necessary and appropriate to the exercise of their advisory role.    
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3.8 Reporting requirements 

It is proposed that the legislation will require the Advisory Council to submit to the Ministerial 
Council an annual report with respect to its role, as soon as possible after 30 June each year after 
the first year of operation, and for the Ministerial Council to have capacity to make directions 
concerning the matters to be reported.   
 
���
 �

����������������

���
������
����
�
�������� �
 
4. National Agency  

The IGA provides for the establishment of the National Agency to administer the scheme and to be 
governed by an agency management committee.  The agency will: 
• provide support to boards and their committees 
• maintain the national registers 
• be required to agree fees profession by profession with the boards, and 
• set business rules for the development of professional standards (not professional content, 

which is to be set by the national boards). 
 
4.2 Terms of office – length of appointments, sitting fees and allowances  

Consistent with membership of the Advisory Council, it is proposed that the legislation specify that 
the length of appointment of members of the Agency Management Committee be for a period of 
three years.    
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4.4 Decision making in management committee  

The committee will have powers to: 
• regulate its own proceedings, subject to directions from the Ministerial Council 
• conduct meetings via contemporary and electronic means of communications, and 
• discuss matters and make advisory resolutions without formal meetings. 
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4.6 Coverage for legal liability – indemnities and immunities 

It is proposed that the legislation’s indemnity provisions provide protection from personal liability for 
a person assisting the National Agency in the performance of its functions (including Agency 
Management Committee and staff), provided the person has acted honestly and reasonably. 
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4.9 Staffing arrangements – capacity to employ, set terms and conditions 

It is proposed that the legislation make provision for the National Agency to be empowered to 
directly engage its own staff and decide the terms and conditions of employment, subject to any 
relevant industrial instrument.  This will among other things enable flexibility for the agency having 
regard to the previous employment arrangements of staff transferring from existing boards into the 
new agency. 
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4.10 Financial provisions  
 
Agency funds 
It is proposed that the legislation make provision for the Agency Management Committee to have 
financial powers, including the ability to: 
• keep a fund under the name of the National Agency, into which all fees, fines and penalties paid 

or recovered by the Agency under the Act must be paid 
• pay any other money received by it into the fund, including income from the investments of the 

fund administered by the Agency Management Committee, and 
• pay the expenses incurred by the Agency in the administration of the Act.  
 
Fee setting powers 
• It is proposed that the legislation clarify that the agreement on fees between the agency and 

each board may include the provision for fee refunds, waivers or reductions, and the imposition 
of late or restoration fees. 
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4.12 Reporting requirements for agency  

It is proposed that the legislation will also require the National Agency to prepare an annual report 
each financial year, submitted to the Ministerial Council, to be tabled in the Houses of Parliament 
for each jurisdiction.  The annual report of the Agency may be consolidated with reports from the 
National Boards.  
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5. National Boards 

The IGA provides for the creation of profession specific national boards.  Members of the relevant 
profession will form the majority of each board.  For each profession, the boards: 
• will oversee development of standards for registration and accreditation 
• will oversee registration and accreditation functions, including individual registration and 

accreditation decisions -
���	�
 
 ����������. /������ 0 
• will decide on committees needed to perform these functions 
• may delegate powers to State and Territory committees, and 
• can provide policy advice to Ministers. 
 
The hearing of serious disciplinary matters will be undertaken by entities external to the scheme 
which are individually identified in each jurisdiction. 
 
The legislation will make provision for the establishment of ten national boards, one for each of the 
professions (or groups of professions) listed in Table 1 of the IGA, with the addition of the podiatry 
profession.   
 
5.1 Names of boards  

It is proposed that the ten National Boards be established with the following titles: 

Australian Chiropractors Board 
Australian Dental Care Practitioners Board 
Australian Nurses and Midwives Board 
Australian Medical Practitioners Board 
Australian Optometrists Board 
Australian Osteopaths Board 
Australian Pharmacists Board 
Australian Physiotherapists Board 
Australian Podiatrists Board 
Australian Psychologists Board 
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5.2 Decision making procedure 

The legislation will specify that the National Boards will have powers to: 
• regulate their own proceedings, subject to directions from the Ministerial Council 
• conduct meetings via contemporary and electronic means of communications, and 
• make resolutions without formal meetings. 
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5.3 Sitting fees and allowances, and length of appointment  

It is proposed that the legislation provide that sitting fees and allowances for members of the 
Boards will be determined by the Ministerial Council. It is proposed that the legislation specify that 
the length of appointment be for a period of three years.   
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5.6 Resignation and removal 

It is proposed that the legislation make provision for members of the National Boards to resign their 
appointments by written notice to the Chair of the Ministerial Council.   
 
It is further proposed that the Chair of the Ministerial Council, acting with the authority of the 
Ministerial Council, have power to terminate the appointment of a Board member, but only on the 
grounds specified in the legislation.  This could include grounds such as bankruptcy and engaging 
in paid employment that conflicts, or could conflict, with the performance of duties.  
 
It is further proposed that the legislation make provision for members of the National Boards to 
cease to be members if they are absent without notice to the Chair, for three consecutive 
meetings.  
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5.4 Coverage for legal liability - indemnities and immunities 

As for National Agency it is proposed that the legislation’s indemnity provisions provide protection 
from personal liability for Board members and persons acting on their behalf in the performance of 
functions conferred on them by the Act provided the person has acted honestly and reasonably. 
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5.5 Reporting requirements 

It is proposed that the legislation require the National Boards to prepare a contribution on their 
functions and operations for the Agency-coordinated annual report on the scheme. 
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5.10 Arrangements for Ministerial Council to review composition of boards 

The IGA provides for the size and composition of each board to be decided by the Ministerial 
Council, following consultation with the relevant profession.  
 
It is proposed that the legislation clarify that the initial decision by the Ministerial Council on the 
size and composition of boards at the beginning of the new scheme can be reviewed by the 
Ministerial Council as is necessary from time to time, and in consultation with the relevant 
profession. 
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5.11 Responsibility for developing accreditation standards (accreditation committee or 

bodies) 

In relation to the development of accreditation standards, the IGA implies that the National Boards 
will not develop the standards, but will ensure that this development occurs.  It is proposed that the 
legislation clarify this point by stating that the accreditation standards will be developed by any 
accreditation body or committee assigned by Ministerial Council to perform the accreditation 
functions. 
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