


The task of developing a single registration database and recording system for the nine
professions involved is a major logistical exercise, far more complex I would suggest than is
understood by those charged with developing and implementing the single, national recording
and other systems required. The cleansing and melding of the data (involving 350,000 nursing
registrations and 50,000 medical practitioners alone) presently contained on nine separate
registration databases within each of eight jurisdictions will be a serious challenge.

In the interests of ensuring the maintenance of the safety and quality of medical services across
Australia, the Presidents of Australia’s Specialist Medical Colleges and the medical profession
generally urges in the strongest possible terms that the real value of the inclusion of the
accreditation function as part of this initiative be reviewed and a final decision to proceed not be
made until the registration element of the initiative has been implemented successfully and is
operating effectively.
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